
  CONCORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

MINUTES  

Regular Meeting  

May 12, 2010 

 

City Council Chambers 

41 Green Street, Concord, NH 

 
Attendance:  
Members present at the meeting included: Christopher Morgan; Jim Owers; Jan McClure; 
Tracey Boisvert; Rick Chormann; and Jeff Belanger. Doug Woodward, City Planner, and 
Rebecca Hebert, Planner, also attended the meeting.  
 
C. Morgan, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:10.  
 

1. Minutes: The group reviewed the minutes of the April meeting. R. Chormann moved 
to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2010 meeting; J. Owers seconded the motion; 
motion passed unanimously and the minutes were adopted. 
 
2. Wetlands Bureau:  

a. Standard Dredge and Fill Application of David and Laurie Rauseo 
on behalf of Susan Whitney – R. Hebert explained that a Dredge and Fill Application has 
been filed for the proposed development off of Whitney Road. The project involves 
filling a 7,022 sq. ft. wetland and constructing a new vegetated swale or reconstructed 
wetland. The existing wetland receives water from Route 4, and the reconstructed 
wetland would continue to carry water across the site to detention pond on the west side 
of Whitney Road. She said that the Commission discussed the application at their last 
meeting. C. Morgan read an email from Pam Hunt with comments regarding the project. 
He explained that she visited the site and felt that the wetland was minor, and carries 
drainage from Route 4. She was concerned less with the wetland fill and was more 
concerned with the impact the additional impervious surface would have on the 
Merrimack River, assuming the wetland would eventually drain into river. She felt the 
additional gas, oil, and salt may have an impact on the quality of water draining into the 
wetland and then on to the river.  
 
Laurie Rauseo explained that the wetland fill is necessary for the development of the 
property. The wetland is really a drainage ditch for water runoff from Route 4. There 
would only be approximately 1,347 sq. ft. of net loss to the wetland area onsite. She also 
explained that the impact does not require mitigation, but they are proposing to create a 
series of constructed wetlands to provide treatment to the stormwater running across the 
site and replace the functions and values of the wetland. The water from the site 
development would not mix with the water running through the constructed wetland 
swales. The design of stormwater treatment onsite would be addressed through the 
Planning Board site plan review process and the NHDES Alteration of Terrain Permit. 
David Rauseo said that the stormwater from the developed area would most likely be 
infiltrated. He said there were sandy soils, and there would also be stormwater treatment 
measures for oil separation. J. Belanger asked if they knew how the adjacent parcel 
would be used. David Rauseo explained that it may be developed as a small retail use or 
restaurant. He also said that the property had recently been rezoned from Industrial to 
Urban Commercial.  
 



The Commission discussed whether or not it was necessary to have two driveways 
accessing the property. Laurie Rauseo explained that the wetland was in a ravine which 
would need to be filled to develop the site as a gas station/convenience store. The store 
and driveway would not be visible from the road if they were set further away from 
Whitney Road. The Commission discussed whether or not it was appropriate to be filling 
a wetland so the use could be marketed, when the site could be developed for another 
purpose without the wetland fill. C. Morgan questioned whether or not the Commission 
wanted to comment on the application. The Commission decided to send a letter to the 
DES with the following concerns: the survival of the wetland plants within the newly 
constructed wetland should be guaranteed; and although the wetland is of low value, the 
Commission felt the wetland impact was being proposed to accommodate a potential 
future use and to improve the marketability of the site.   
 

b. Minimum Impact Expedited Application of James Bidwell – R. 
Hebert provided an overview of the application. The property is located off of Elm Street 
and the applicant would like to dredge an old cattle pond to increase the depth and size of 
the pond.  The Commission discussed the application and felt that it did not contain 
enough information. The applicant was missing an accurate wetland survey and it was 
unclear exactly how much wetland area would be impacted. The Commission decided not 
to sign the application, and felt that the DES would also be requesting additional 
information.  
 

c. Correspondence - R. Hebert reviewed correspondence from the 
NHDES Wetlands Bureau.  
 
3. Open Space:  
    

J. Owers moved to enter into a nonpublic session for the discussion of land acquisitions 
in accordance with RSA 91-A:3, II(d). R. Chormann seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Following the discussion the Commission moved to exit nonpublic session and seal the 
minutes. The motion was duly seconded and passed unanimously.  
 
J. Owers moved to have the Rainville/Potter property and the Triacca property appraised, 
together the appraisal reports shall not exceed $8,000. R. Chormann seconded the 
motion; motion passed unanimously.  
 
R. Chormann moved to set a public hearing, contingent on the interest of the seller, for 
the consideration of the purchase of the property owned by the Bartlett family off of 
Gully Hill Road. J. Owers seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. City Council/Planning Board Action 

 

J. McClure reported that the City Council tabled action on the acquisition of the Elgland 
property off of Clarke Street and the hearing will not be held in June.  
 
R. Hebert said that the City Council will review the Commission budget on Thursday, 
May 20th. The Commission asked staff to prepare a summary of the current open space 
projects and the accomplishments from the past year. The Commission also decided to 



submit copies of the Commission’s meeting minutes on a monthly basis to the City 
Council.  
 
5. Reports:  

 
a. Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee - Wild and 

Scenic River designation – The Commission discussed the status of the Wild and Scenic 
River designation. R. Hebert reported that all of the communities along the upper 
Merrimack have voted in support of the designation. The Commission agreed to finalize 
their thoughts on this matter and review a draft report to Council at their meeting in June, 
with the intention of forwarding a report to the City Council in July or August. They felt 
it would be important to hold an educational session with the Council prior to the public 
hearing.   

b. Trails Committee – R. Hebert reported that the Trails Committee 
meetings have been well attended and the state has recently announced that the Rossview 
Farm trail project was approved for $18,550 from the Recreational Trails program for the 
construction of trails, trailhead, and parking area. The Commission unanimously agreed 
to recommend to the City Council the acceptance of the grant.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05 PM.   
   
 

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST: 
Rebecca W. Hebert 
Planner, Secretary pro-tem 


